We published our first issue of Molecular Metabolism in December 2012, and we have been working hard over the last 4 years to establish the journal as a leading voice of the metabolism research community. Since that first issue, we now have published over 400 articles, received an initial impact factor of 5.4, and, just recently, been accepted for direct indexing in the National Library of Medicine (NLM). While we were already indexed in Pub Med Central (PMC), indexing in NLM means that from this issue forward, as soon as an article is accepted, it will appear in PMC rather than appearing after an issue has been paginated (typically 6--12 weeks after acceptance). These may seem like small steps, but in order to disseminate science as quickly as possible and to as wide an audience as possible, these steps actually represent giant strides for the journal toward increased speed, visibility, and impact.

Importantly, 2017 promises to be another exciting year for the journal. In this issue, we are pleased to publish an important commentary by former Harvard Medical School Dean Jeffrey Flier on the irreproducibility of scientific research. This timely paper addresses the widespread occurrence and unquestionable significance of this worrisome "epidemic", identifies underlying factors that might explain it, and offers suggestions for how best to address the challenge as a scientific community. Later in the year and following the success of our two previous special issues (Metabolic Syndrome: Removing Roadblocks to Therapy in 2014 and Gut Microbiome and Metabolism: From Physiology to Disease in 2016), we will publish a special issue on islet biology. Klaus Kästner and Heiko Lickert are guest editors of this issue, which will feature work from Hans Clevers, Yuval Dor, P-O Berggren, Miriam Cnop, Maike Sander, to name a few.

The success of Molecular Metabolism is undoubtedly owed to you, the editorial board members, reviewers, and submitting authors. We thank you for trusting us and investing so much to support a journal at a time when it had no impact factor and was facing an uncertain future. In return, now we will work twice as hard to provide the metabolism research community with the modern, ultra-fast, high quality peer-reviewed journal it deserves.

The best is yet to come!
